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Protests mark Kosovo repatriation 


By Elena Becatoros 
Aawociated Prem 

KOSOVSKA MITROVICA, Yu- 
goslavia ~ Firing tear gas ani 
‘stun grenades, French peacekeep- 
ers punched a corridor through 
crowd of Serb protesters Friday 
returning dozens of ethnic Alba 
nians to their homes 

Armored personne! carriers 
rolled past demonstrators and 
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Fidel Castro 


jnhe 
limps, he stil 


appears 
physically fit, 
visitors say 


CIA puts 
focus on 


Castro’s 
odd ways 


It will update profile 
of aging president 


By Juan 0. Tamayo 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


MIAMI - Fidel Castro's peculiar 
behavior in recent months has led 
the U.S, State Department to ask 
the CIA to update its psychologi- 
cal profile of the 73-year-old Cu- 
ban president for any hints of in- 
stability 


“We have asked the appropriate 
agencies to take a look at the im: 
pact of aging on Mr. Castro.” a 
State Department official said Fri- 
day 

CIA analysts regularly write 
lengthy psychological profiles on 
foreign leaders, using both secret, 
and public information to help 
Washington interpret their ac 
tions and predict future decisions 
‘The reports are updated when the 
behavior is perceived to change or 
pose a risk to U.S. interests 

U.S. officials say Castro has 
been acting especially bizarre in 
the case of José Imperatori, the 
Cuban diplomat and alleged spy 
who resisted expulsion 
from the United States and Cans 
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As evidence, they cite three 
rambling letters he wrote to Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Jean Chre 
tien explaining Imperatori’s un- 
precedented refusal to leave Can: 
ada when ordered. He repeatedly 
phoned Cuban diplomats in 
Washington to micromanage the 
case, knowledgeable officials said 

Castro is also credited with per- 
sonally writing several exception. 
ally long articles in the Cuban 
Communist Party newspaper 
Granma defending Imperatori 
and Mariano Faget, 3 Cuban-born 
official of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service arrested in 
Miami on spying charges Inst 
month 

One article went s0 far as to in 
timate that Cuban exiles had poi 
soned US, District Judge William 
Hoeveler, who was replaced on 
the Elian Gonzales case after he 
suffered a stroke last month 

Castro seems physically fit 
these days, perhaps more so than 
most men his age. Though he 
walks with a slight limp, he has 
been pronounced healthy by a 
umber of recent foreign visitors, 
including Illinois Gov. George Ry 
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But US. officials said the dect 
sion to ask the CIA to update his 
profile dates back to a series of in: 
cidents beginning in November 
that seemed to indicate Castro 
was showing the first signs of ag: 


ing 

His speeches have become more 
rambling than usual, his digres 
sions longer and less germane to 
the main topic, his attacks on ene- 
mies more bitter and personal 
than ever before, journalists in 
Cuba said 

Despite the impressive bladder 
control he has displayed through 
scores of five- and six-hour 
speeches since 1959, Castro 
abruptly interrupted a news con- 
ference on live television Oct. 30, 
apparently to relieve himself 
“Play a little music or something 
until I come back,” he told the sur 
prised TV producers as be left his 
‘seat in the middle of his speech 


Abrantes, ap- 
‘ing that he had 


carried 41 people across the Ibar 
River to their homes on the other 
side. U.N. officials said most of the 
ethnic Albanians who went home 
were in their 50s or 60s, 

The push to send home dozens 
of ethnic Albanian families ~ ex 
pelled from their apartments in 
the northern half of Kasovska Mi 
trovica ~ came after officials were 
forced to abort an attempt to get 
them across using # footbridge 


‘Troops disassembled the bridge 
curlier because of high water 

The clashes were the latest in a 
series of recent standoffs between 
peacekeepers and residents in 
this city 20 miles northwest of Ko- 
sovo's provincial capital, Pristina 

Serb protesters, determined to 
prevent the repatriation, marched 
through the city to the three high- 
rises and tried to push their way 
through a cordon of NATO troops 
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and U.N, police. They were shoved 
back. 


Soldiers fired tear gas, and the 
Serbs retreated slightly while 
French reinforcements, including 
80 police, rushed to the scene 
Five French peacekeepers were 
injured in the melee, said French 
Gen. Pierre de Saqui de Sannes, 
the NATO commander in charge 
of northern Kosovo. 

Nine Serbs also were treated for 


injuries, authorities at the local 
hospital said. 

In a second push, Danish ar 
mored personne! carriers lum: 
bered across the river, pushing 
through the crowd to reach the 
buildings. The Serbs rushed at 
French troops, who fired more 

and stun grenades to 
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for the UN. High Commissioner 
for Refugees in Pristina, was criti- 
cal of the move to return the eth- 
nic Albanians. “The events of to- 
day, the fact that they had to be 
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with armored personnel 
rriers, that there was barbed 
wire and tear gas, does not indi 
cate the conditions for safe re- 
* Ghedini suid, 
ui de Sannes defended 
the action as necessary to move 
the peace effort forward 
“All initiatives create tension, 
but inaction would be worse,” he 
said, “Time is playing against 
peace here, if we do nothing, we 
will head toward catastrophe.” 
He added that peacekeepers 
would be stationed outside and in. 
side the building 24 hours a day 
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